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PROTESTANT BRETHREN 15 ; 


T HIS memorandum book is publiſhed from afſin- 
dcere toue to you as'brethren. Its contents are all me- 
marable,” but tragical facls, and ſuch as at this very cri 
* Juntture, ſhould be recognized, and daily peruſed 
1 n every protefiant family; and particularly by young per- 
ons. | . 


. Should it have this ſucceſs, the publiſher's wiſh © 
would be then accompliſhed ; which is, that a full con- 
vittion the horrid tendency of popery, may fo im- 
preſs the mind of the reader, as to lead him to pe- 
tition our gracious God, to preſerve us from the infection 


of pop1/Þ ſeductions, and the horrors of popiſh perſecution. * 1 


I would caution my brethren likewiſe, againſi the 
preſent jeſuitical apology introduced into the News-papers,. 
ig. that the papiſts are now too refined, in morals and 
manners, to commence per ſecutors. | 


* 


For a confutation of this, and every fimilar ſnare, 
let me intreat you to refer to the word and the touch- | 
fone: there you will be informed, that the heart muſk | 
he changed before the' enmity. is removed, and what [ 
Babylon was, it ever ill be. As effects follow cauſes, 
fo intolerance and perſecution cannot but follow popi/h 
principles. N | > 
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FTFopfsf PERSECUTIONS, .. E 
Under the Reigns of Henry iv. v. viii. and that of Mary. 
| Extratted from Fox's Acts and Monuments. 


* 


TN Henry the fourths reign, from 1 399, the profe- | 
cution of heretics became a part of the common law. 


| A writ, ſtyled de heretics comburendo, i. e, burning of 


prote/tants, was then iſſued. And this bloody ſtatute 
was not repealed till the year 16777. 
| The proto-martyr under the above helliſh act, was 


one William Sautre, Pariſh Prieſt of St. Oſithin, 


London. In the beginning of the reign of Henry the 


fifth, about the year 1413, a pretended conſpiracy, 
(contrived by the popiih clergy) againit Sir John Old- 
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caſtle and others, was propagated. The faid Sir John 


was hanged up by the waiſt and burnt alive, and many 
others on the fame account. In this reign of Henry 


the fifth, notwithſtanding that King's great averſion 


to perſecution, it was enacted, that whoever read the 
ſcriptures in Engliſh, ſhould forteit lands, chattles, 


goods, and life; and be condemned as heretics to God, 
enemies to the crown, and traitors to the kingdom, 


Numbers facrificed their lives to this act; and mul 
titudes left their all, and the kingdom, to eſcape the 
torments prepared for them.” 7 7 77, ne 

In Henry the eighths reign, ſix men and women 
were burnt in Coventry, only for teaching their chil- 
dren the creed, the Lord's prayer, and the ten com- 
mandments, in Engliſn. And every perſon that re- 


canted, from fear of death and fire, was obliged to carry 


a faggot in proceſſion, and to wear a repreſentation of a 


perſon amidſt the flames of hell, as a public confeſſion, 


that they themſelves had merited the fire. In this reign, 
that very eminent martyr Thomas Bilney, a Miniſter, 
was burnt; and that prote 


nt champion Lambert; 
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' who, in the mit of the flames at Smithfield, eried 


oat, none but Chriſt, none but Chriſt.” Here, al- 
ſo, I muſt not omit mentioning the death of the heroic 
Anne Aiſcough. The very Lord Chancellor aſſiſted 


in racking this poor woman on her exnamination, be- 


fore her execution, even to the degrading himſelf ſo 
much as to throw off his gown for ſtrength. In the 
above reign forty-four perſons were burnt. 7 


But Mary's reign was juſtly ſtyled the 3loady reign. 


This Was memorable for the ſacrifice of the compilers 
of the common prayer, our truly proteſtant Biſhops, 
. Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, and Hooper ; with a great 
number of pious and learned miniſters and laity, to 
the amount of ſeveral hundreds. My brethren. pro- 
teſtants, ſhould not the cruel ſtatutes enacted in thoſe 
-reigns, naturally fill us with an averſion to a church, 


which inſpires ſuch intolerant and perſecuting principles? 
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D IRISH MARTYROLOGY. 

[PREVIOUS to an account of the Romiſh perſecu- 
ztons in Ireland, I ſhould introduce the perſecutions in 
Scotland, but my plan of conciſeneſs will not admit ofit. 

Very few remarkable tranſactions happened in this 
kitigdom *till the year 1641, when the following cata- 
ſtrophe will remain in characters of blood to the lateſt 
poſterity. The papiſts of Ireland, a little before this, 
had preſented a remonſtrance, demanding a free exer- 
ciſe of their religion, and a repeal of all laws to the 
contrary ; to which both houſes of parliament, in Eng- 


land, anſwered, that they would never grant any tole- 


ration to the popiſh religion in Ireland. On the 23d. 


of October, 1641, (the feaſt of Ignatius Loyala, the 


founder of the jeſuits) there broke out a rebellion ſo 


execrable in itſelf, ſo odious to God, and the whole 


world, that no age, kingdom, or people, can parallel 
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the horrid eruelties, and the abominable murders, 
which were then, without number, or without mercy, 
committed upon the proteſtant Britiſh inhabitants, of 
every age, quality, or condition, throughout the land. 
In Multifernan Abbey, a convent of Franciſcans, in 


the county of Weſtmeath, the horrid reſolution was 


taken, how moſt effectually to extirpate and deſtroy the 
whole race of proteſtants in Ireland. Pope Urban the 
eighth abetted the conſpiracy by a letter, which promi- 
fed plenary indulgence, and a full remiſſion of all fins. 


Lord Charlemont and ſervants, were the firſt unhap- 


y victims: and having begun to imbrue their hands 
in innocent blood, they continued to hang, drown, 
burn, bury alive, 'and by other methods of torture, to 


maſſacre multitudes of Britiſh proteſtants, who had 


not time to ſave themſelves by flight. It is impoſſible 
for pen to picturize the lamentable ſpeRacles that got 
within the walls of Dublin, the only place of aſylum 
left in the kingdom. There numbers, not to be num- 
bered, died with fatigue, cold, and hunger. 

The maſſacres reigned chiefly in the province of 
Ulſter : but thoſe of Munſter, Leinſter, and Con- 


naught had their ſhare. By*Sir John Temple's calcu- 
culation, it appears, that three hundred thouſand inno · 


cent, unguarded, unarmed proteſtants, were deſtroyed 
by the moſt inhuman and deteſtable cruelties. But the 
ſufferings of the proteſtants in that kingdom, did not 
end there: for in the pretended popith parliament of 
King James the ſecond, held in Dublin, anno 1689, 


no leſs than two thouſand four hundred and forty-five 


of the proteſtant nobility, clergy, and gentry, of Ire- 
land, were attained of high treaſon, Londonderry 
being beſieged by twenty thouſand papiſts, within the 
walls they were ſo reduced to ſuch extremities, that 


they eat dogs, horſes, cats, and mice. By hunger and 


fatigue, ſeven thonſand three hundred and ſixty- one 
fighting men, were reduced to four thouſand three 
hundred. And the proteſtants in the country, men, 
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women, and children, were brought before the walls 


to receĩ ve the ſhot of their proteſtant beſieged brethren, 
whilſt the beſiegers made their approaches under their 
covert. The papiſts owned, that there were about five. 
thouſand five hundred ſtripped, and drove naked about 
the country where the 2 pleaſed. And had not 
Cod chen marvellouſly appeared for the proteſtant cauſe, 
through the inſtrumentality of King William and 
Queen Mary, it muſt inevitably been extirpated. This 


account is extracted from a ſermon, preached by the 


Biſhop of Dromore, intitled, Gods goodneis n . 
in our deliverance from popery. : | 
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'TREASONS and CONSPIRACIES. 
IHE treaſons and conſpiracies of che papiſts in Eng | 


Jand, have been numerous. 


Variety of 785 and ſtratagems, were invented, and 


Abe Spanilh ke away the life of Queen Elizabeth. 
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aſion is ever memorable.  - 
| 8 gun- powder treaſon we annually commemorate. 
In this coniſpiracy, of purpoſing to blow up the King 
and Parliament, Cateſby, Piercy, Fawkes, Digby, 
Garnet, Hall, &c. all popiſh prieſts, were conſiderable 
actors, and all fworn to ſecrecy with oaths, impreca- 


tions, and the ſacrament: Engaging never- to ſhrink 
from this infernal deſign. 


The burning of London, in the year 1666 was 
ſcrutinized into by a committee appointed by parlia- 
ment, and ſuch informations were brought in, that 
made it not doubtful of the papiſts being the contrivers, ; 


and managers, of that dreadful conflagration. 


In the year 1678 was another horrid plot, and Sir | 


| Edmundbury Godfrey moſt harharouſly murdered, for | 


appearing zealous. in the diſcov 
When Kiog James the ſecond came to the throne, 


in | 


a Oo eee 


CEP 


in the year 1684, great were the proteſtant apprehen- f 


ſions. The antient glory of the Engliſh nation, and 
the liberties and properties of all — therein, ſeem- 


ed to be in 1jjevitable danger. The gloridus revolution | 


was of heavens interpoſition, for the ſafety of the goſ- 

pel ſtandard, and our own rights and liberties preſerva- 

tion. Several ineffectual attempts (through preſerving 

mercy) were made to cut off our happy a nh _ 
cious ſovereign, King William. 

England and Ireland, have been hitherto kept as. a 
buſh from burning in the midſt of fire, by inviſible and 
omnipotent agency. In the church militants extremi- 
ty, Jehovah's opportunity was ever made viſible ; and 
it we provoke not God to jealouſy, by national ſiis, 


the Lord of hoſts will . e 


"0, he is our Jehovah. 
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IN che year 1562 fifty thouſind proteſtants were gain. 
In the year 1572, Auguſt the 22d. on a Sunday, 
when the bells rung for morning prayers, a moſt un- 
parallelled maffacre began by the papiſts on the French 
proteſtants : and the wretched King of France appear- 
ed at the windows of his palace, and endeavoured to 


| ſhoot thoſe who fled for ſafety ;; and cried to their pur- 


ſuers, kill them, kill them.“ 

The maſſacre continued ſeven days : ; ſeven-hundred 
houſes were pillaged ; and five thouſand people periſhed 
in Paris. Neither age, ſex, nor even women with 
child, were ſpared. One butcher boaſted to the king, 
that he had heweddownaw Hundred and wy in one : 1 
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te years after, fays Mr. Saurin, the celebrated 
preacher at the Hague, a thouſand dreadful blows 


„ were ſtruck at our afflicted churches. One while 


„ paſtors were forbid to exerciſe their diſcipline on thoſe 
of their flocks who had abjured the truth. Some- 
times we were forbid to convert infidels:; and ſome- 
* times to confirm thoſe in the truth whom we had in- 
« ſtructed from their infancy ; and our paſtors forbid to - 
< exerciſe their paſtoral office any longer, in one place, 


„ than three years.” 


One while we were forbid to preach in a church ; 
another while puniſhed for preaching on its ruins ; 


and at length forbid to worſhip god in public at all. 
Here, we ſaw our perſecutors drawing on a ſledge, 
the dead bodies of thoſe who had expired on the rack. 
„There, we beheld a falſe friar tormenting a dying 
* man, who was terrified on the one hand, with the 
fear of hell, if he ſhould apoſtatize; and on the o- 
„ ther, with the fear of leaving his children without 


„ bread,. if he ſhould continue in the faith. Yonder 
they were tearing children from their parents, while 


the tender parents were ſhedding more tears for the 
& Joſs of their ſouls, than for that of their bodies or lives. 
It is impoſſible to meet with parallel inſtances of cru- 
elty among the heathens, in their perſecutions of the 
primitive chriſtians. They caſt ſome,” ſays Mr. 


Claude, into large fires, and took them out when 


they were half roaſted. They hanged others with 
large ropes under their arm-pits, and plunged them 


„ ſeveral times into wells, till they promiſed to re- 


„% nounce their religion. They tied them like crimi- 
& nals on the rack, and poured wine with a funnel in- 


* to their mouths, till being intoxicated, they decla- 
red that they conſented to turn catholics Some 
they ſlaſhed and cut with pen -knives. Some they 


took by the noſe with red hot tongs, and led them 
„ up and down the rooms till they promiſed RM 
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Theſe cruel proceedings made eight hundred thou- 
{and perſons to quit the kingdom. Could the title of 
99/7 chriſtian King be conſiſtent with ſuch perſecutions ? 
In thort real religion ends where perſecution begins. 
The Pope highly approved of Lewis the fourteenth's 


baniſhment of the proteſtants out of his kingdom; and 


faid, © the moſt chriſtian King's zea/ and piety did 


- «« wonderfully appear in extirpating hereſy, and of 


„clearing his whole kingdom of it in a very few 
months.“ Here I might add other matlacres in fo- 


* 


reign parts, but theſe may ſuffice e. 
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EXTRACTS of LETTERS from LISBEON; 
Written by an eminent Clergyman yn Church sf 

„„ > .- 2000 ENG... 
j dear Friend; _ 5 * * e 


erefore, comes to inform you of my arrival 
at Liſbon, where I was received by a proteſtant gentle 
man of the factory, with great affability and hoſpitali- 


P The country being in want of rain, and it being 


ent ſeaſon, we have been favoured by frequent pro- 


ceſſions, and ſeveral extraordinary pieces of ſcenery. 
Alas! to what lengths will ſuperſtition run | And how 


expenſive is the pageantry of a falſe religion! Bleſſed 
be God for being born in England Every day I have 
ſeen, or heard, ſomething that hath had a native ten- 
dency to make me thankful for the glorious reforma+ 


tion. O that our people were —_— reformed in 


their lives, as they are in their doctrines and manner 
of worſhip! But alas ! alas! O for another Lu- 


ther! O for that wiſhed for ſeaſon, when everyming 


that is antichriſtian, ſhall be totally deſtroyed by the 

breath of the Redeemer's mouth, and brightneſs of his 

appearing! Two things concurred at this juncture, 
55 to 
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to make new ſcenes here more frequent the ſeaſon of 
Lent, and an exceſſive drought, which threatened the 
total deſtruction of the fruits of the earth. For the 
averting ſo great a judgment, and for the imploring 
the much longed for bleſſing of rain, daily proceſſions 
had been made from one Convent to another, for a con- 
ſiderable time. One of theſe I ſaw. It was looked 
upon as a pretty grand one, being made up of the car- - 
melite friars, the-parith prieſts, and a great number of 
what they call the brothers of the order, who walked 
two by two 1n divers habits, holding a long and large 
lighted wax taper in their right hands. Amidſt theſe, 
was carried upon eight or ten mens ſhoulders, a tall 
1mage of the Virgin Mary, ina kind of man's attire ; 
for. E think ſhe had a very fine white wigg on her head, 


and was much adorned with jewelsand glittering ſtones, 


At ſome diſtance from the lady, under a large canopy 
of ſtate, and ſupported likewiſe by fix or more perſons, 
came à prieſt, holding in his hand ſome noted relic. 


After him followed ſeveral thouſands of people, join- 1 


ing with the friars in ſinging, Eandem cantilenam, 
Ora pro nobis; that is, the ſame ſong, pray for us 


all the way. Still rain was denied, and ſtill proceſſions 


were continued. At length the clouds began to gather, 
and the mercury in the barometer fell very much. 
Then was brought out a wooden image, which they 
ſay never failed. It was the figure of our bleſſed Lord, 

oathed with purple robes, and crowned with thorns. 
I think they called him the Lord of paſſion.” 

' He was brought from the Le graſs convent in very 
great pomp, and, placed in a large cathedral church, 


fixed on an eminence near the altar, furrounded with ||. 
wax tapers of a prodigious ſize. He was attended by 


many noblemen, and thouſands of ſpectators of all 
ranks, who, in their turns, were admitted by the 
guards to come within the rails, and perform their de- 


votions. 


This they expreſſed by kneeling and kiſſing the ima- 
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and at ſeeing ſo many thouſands led away from the fim- 


CF = 
ge's heel, putting their left and right eye to it, and then 


touching it with their beads. e N 
This ſcene was L three days ſucceſſively. The 
0 


muſic on the occaſion was extremely ſoft; and the 
church illuminated in a ſtriking manner. The third 
day, in the forenoon, it rained; and ſoon after, the 
image was conducted home in as great ſplendor, and 
with much greater rejoicing, than when it was brought 


When fixed in the church. to- which it belonged, I 
ſtayed to hear the ſermon: The preacher was full of 
action; and in one part of his diſcourſe, he pointed: to 
the image, and faid, ** now he is at reſt—He went out 
< in juſtice, but is returned in mercy.” Then he 
called upon the people to join with him in extempore | 
prayer. This they did with great fervency, which was 
expreſſed not only by repeating it aloud, but by beat- 1 
ing their breaſts, clapping their cheeks, and weeping 
heartily. The ſermon being ended, there followed a 
moſt ſoft and ſoothing ſymphony of muſic. 
When I returned to my lodgings, I was not a little 
affected with my Portugueze interpreter's interpretation, 


plicity of the goſpel, by ſuch a mixture of human 
artifice and blind ſuperſtition ; of which I could have 
formed no idea, had I not been an eye witneſs. More 
My next. I.E 8 
ED | - Yours moſt reſpecifully, Sc. 
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Liſbon, April 2d. 1784. 

M dear Friend; 155 | 2 | y 0 e 
THOUGH other buſinefs demands my attention, 
yet I muſt not forget the promiſe made you, of a ke 
further account of the proceſſions I ſaw at Liſbon. © 

Some of thoſe already mentioned were extraordinary, 
by reaſon of their great drought; but that which is 
N to 


£ e 


. E „ „„ © 6-9 any * — 
. 
* 1 


a, 


1 


&G be my prefent ſubject, was an mal ohe. Af 
intelligent proteſtant who ſtood near me, was ſo good 
as to be the interpreter of the dumb /Hew, as it paſſed 
along—I fay dumb /Aaro ; for you muſt know, it was 
chiefly made up of waxert or boden images, carried 
on mens ſhoulders through the ftreets, intending to 
repreſent tlie life and death of St. Francis, the ab 
der of one of their yr ligious orders. They were 
brought out from the Franciſcan. convent, and' were 
preceded by three perfons in ſcarlet habits, with baſk- 
ets in their hands, in which they received the alms 
of the ſpectators, for the benefit of the poor priſoners. 
After theſe came two little boys, in og 
eloaths, with wings fixed on their ſhoulders, in imi- 
mation of little angels. Then appeared the figure of 
St. Francis; very gay, and beau-like; as he uſed to 
be before His converſion, In the next he was intro- 
duced under convition; and conſequently ſtript of 
Kis finery; Soon after ro was exhibited an image 
of our Lord, im à pu * long black hair, 


witly St. Francis 1 re rg receive his 
1nmediate orders. Tn came 15 Virgi in Mother, 
(horreſeo refcrens, i. e. T dread to relate) wich Chat 
Her fon at her t hand, and St. Francis 72 5 
his obeifance to both. Here, if I remember right, 
ne made his firſt appearance in his friar's habit « 
with his hair cut ſhort; but not as yet ſhaved in 
the crown of his head. After a little * follow- 
ed a mitred cardinal, gaudily attired, and before him 
lay St. Francis, almoſt proſtrate, in order to be con- 
firmed in his office. Soon after this he appears quite 
metamorphoſed into a monk, his crown ſhorn, his 
habit black, and his loins girt with a ated 
cord. Here he prays to our Saviour hanging o 
the croſs; that the marks of the wounds in his hand, 
feet, and ſide, might be impreſſed on the ſame parts 
of his body. The prayer is granted; blood comes 
from the hands, feet, and ide, and the faint with 


great 
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great devotion, receives the impreſſions. This was re- 
preſented by red waxen ſtrings, reaching from thoſe 
arts of the image, to the correſponding parts of St. 
rancis's body. Upon this he begins to do wonders; 
and therefore he is carried along as holding up a houſe, 
which was juſt a falling. This miracle was performed 
(if my information be true) at Madrid. At length the 
father dies, and is brought forth lying in his- grave. 
But lo! the briars and nettles under which he lay, are 
turned into fine and fragrant flowers. After this he is 
borne along upon a bier, covered with a filver pall, 
and four friars lamenting over him. He then appears 
for the laſt time, but with an increaſe of power; for 
he was repreſented as drawing tormented people out of 
purgatory, with his knotted cord, which, as you may 
well imagine, the poor ſouls catched at, and. took hold 
of very eagerly. At length came a gorgeous friar under 
a ſplendid canopy, bearing. in his hand a piece of the 
holy croſs. After him followed two more little winged 
boys, and then a long train of fat and well favoured 
franciſcans, with their Calceis Feneſtratis, as Eraſmus 
calls them, and ſo the proceſſion ended. Methinks 1 
hear you ſay, it is full time; — and fo ay I: for as 
the naht itſelf diſguſted me, fo I am perſwaded, the 
bare narration of it, cannot be pleaſant to one, who, I 
know, abhors every thing that favors of ſuperſtition 
and only... 
We will therefore take our leave of St. Francis, 
whoſe proceſſion was in the day time: but I muſt tell 
you, it is only to inform you of another, much more 
awful and ſhocking. which I ſaw afterwards at night. 


Adieu for the preſent. | 
5 Your obliged friend, 
Dc. c. 


B | Dear 
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Dear Sir ; | 

ABOUT ten laſt night, being deeply engaged in 
converſation with my kind hoſt, in came an Engliſh- 
man, and told me in all haſte, that he had ſeen a 
train of near two hundred penitents paſſing along, and 
that in all probability I might be gratified with the 
fame fight, if I haſtened to a place whither he would 
conduct me. I very readily obeyed the ſummons, and 
as curioſity quickned my pace, we ſoon came up with 
ſome of thoſe poor creatures, who were then maki 
a halt, and kneeling in the ſtreet, whilſt a friar from 
a high croſs, with an image of our Lord crucified in 
his hand, was preaching to them and the populace 


with great vehemence. 


Sermon being ended the penitents went forwards, 
and ſeveral companies followed after, with their re- 
ſpective preaching friars at their head, bearing crucifixes. 

heſe they pointed to and brandiſhed frequently, and 
the hearers as frequently beat their breaſts, and clapped 
their checks. At proper pauſes, they ſtopped and pray- 
ed; and one of them, more zealous than the reſt, be- 
fore the King's palace, founded the word penitentia 
through a ſpeaking trumpet. The penitents themſelves 
were cloathed and covered with white linen veſtments, 
only holes were made for their eyes. All were bare- 
footed, and all had long heavy chains faſtened to their 
ancles, which, when dragged along the ſtreets, made 

diſmal rattling. But though they were alike in dreſs, 
yet in other reſpects there was great eh K amongſt 
them. Some carried great ſtones on their backs, and 
others dead mens ſkulls and bones in their hands. 
Some bore ſeemingly very heavy croſſes upon their 
ſhoulders; whilſt others had their arms extended quite 
wide, or carried a bow full of ſwords with the points 
downwards: Moſt of them whipped and laſhed them- 
ſelves, ſome with cords, and others with flat bits of 


iron. It being a moon-ſhine night, I could fee them 


quite well; and indeed ſome ſtruck ſo hard, that I per- 
ceived 
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morning, I was chad to return about 3 | 
Had you been with me, I know we ſhould have uni- 
ted in thankſgiving, gratefully adoring the Lord of all 
Lords, for the great wonder of the reformation ; and 
alſo. for the glorious deliverance from the late unnatu- 
ral rebellion. O what a mighty ſpirit and power from 
on high, muſt Luther, Calvin, Melancthon, Zuing- 
lius, and the other bleſſed inſtruments, be endued with, 
who. dared firſt openly to oppoſe and ſtem ſuch, a tor- 
rent of ſuperſtition and; ſpiritual tyranny | And what 
gratitude do we owe to thoſe, who inſtrumentally ſaved - 
us fram the return of ſuch ſpiritual ſlavery, and ſuch 
blind obedience to a papal power! To have had a 
papiſt for our king a papiſt, if not born, yet from 

his infancy nurſed; up at Rome, — A papiſt, one of 
whoſe ſons is advanced to the eccleſiaſtical dignity of a 
cardinal, and both under the ſtrongeſt obligations to 
ſupport the intereſt of that church; whoſe ſuperſtitions, 
as Well as political ſtate principles, they have e fucked in 
and imbibed eyen from their infancy. } 
| * man the ſnare is broken, and we are E 
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0 Lion, April 12 18. K 
- My doen Races rabbi g I 
PROVIDENCE ſtill Ai us at Liſboa; and 
therefore J know you will be enquiring, what more 
_ news from thence Truly, as Fan boy Tr as ever. 
I haye now ſeen the 5 nities of an Ber 3 
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which is a very high day in this metropolis, and parti 
cularly remarb able for the grand illuminations of the 
churches, and the King's waſhing twelve poor mens 


feet. | 


The magnificence and furniture of the churches for 


this day, cannot well be expreſſed. Many of them 


were hung with page damaſk trimmed with gold. In 


one there was a ſoli 


ſilver altar of ſeveral yards circum- 


ference, and near twelve ſteps high. In another a gold 


one, ſtill more magnificent, of the ſame dimenſions. 
Its baſis was ſtudded with many precious ſtones, and 
near the top were placed filver images, in repreſentation 


of angels. Each ſtep was filled with large filver can- 


dleſticks, with wax tapers in them, which going up 


by a regular aſcent, till they formed themſelves into a 
yramid, made a moſt glittering and fplendid blaze. 
he great altars alſo of the other churches were illumi- 


nated moſt profuſely, and ſilver pots of artificial flowers, 


with a large wax taper between each; were fixed all round 
ſeveral of them. Between theſe were large paintings in 
black and white, repreſenting the different parts of our 


Saviour's paſſion. And, in ſhort, all was ſo magnifi- 


— 


cently, ſo ſuperſtitiouſly grand, that I am perſwaded, 


ſeveral thouſands of pounds would not defray the ex- 
pences of this one day. Go which way you would, 


nothing was to be ſeen but illuminations within, and - 


hurry without. For all perſons, princes and crowned 


heads themſelves not excepted, are obliged on this day 
to viſit ſeven churches or altars, in imitation, as ſup- 
poſed, of our Lok p's being hurried from one tribunal 
to another, before he was condemned to be hung upon 
the croſs. I faw the Queen paſs by in great ſtate to vi- 
fit three of them. Velvet cuſhions were carried before 
her Majeſty, and boards laid along the ſtreets for her- 
ſelf and retinue to walk upon. Guards attended before 
and behind, and thouſands of ſpectators ſtood on each 
{ide to gaze at them as they paſſed along. Being defirous 


of ſeeing the manner of their entrance, we got into the 
: laſt 
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laſt church before they came. It was that of St. Domin- 
go, where was the gold altar before mentioned, and at 
which her Majeſty and train knelt about a quarter of an 
hour. All the while, the Daminican friars ſung moſt 

ſurprifingly fweet. But as 1 ſtood near the altar, over 
agalnſt, the great door, I muſt confels my very inmoſt 
ſoul was truck with a ſecret horror, when, upon look 

ing up, I ſaw over the front of the great window of the 
We the heads of many hundred Fews, painted on 
canvas, who had been condemned by what they call 
the Holy Inquifition, and carried out from that church 
to be burnt. —Strange way this, of. compelling people 


do come in]! Such was not thy method, O meek and 


compaſſionate Lamb of Gop,! Thou cameſt not to 
deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave them. But bigotry is 
as cruel as the grave. It knows no remorſe. From 
all its bitter and dire effects, good Lord deliver us! In 
our walk home, we met his Majeſty with his brother 
and two uncles, attended only with a few noblemen in 
black velvet, and a few guards without halberts. I 
ſuppoſe he was returning from his laſt church. When 
church and ſtate thus combine, to be the nurſing fathers 
and nurſing mothers to ſuperſtition, is it any wonder 
that its credit and influence is ſo diffuſive among the 
populace ?—O Britain] Britain hadſt thou but zeal 
proportionable to thy knowledge, and inward purity 
adequate to the ſimplicity of thy external worſhip, in 
what a happy and godlike fituation wouldſt thou be 

If I can fend you one more letter of a like nature, 
before we leave this place, it is all you muſt expect from, 

my dear friend. „ 1 
„ VFVoour's moſt aſſuredly, As. 
W 0 17 
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© GOOD Friday ſcene varied much from all tlie reſt. 

2 3 3 Before 
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Before, all uſed to be noiſe and hurry ;—now, all was 
huſhed and ſhut up in the moſt awful and profound ſi- 
* lence. No clock or bell had been heard fince yeſterday ' 
noon; and ſcarce a perſon to be ſeen in the ſtreet. - 
About two in the afternoon we got to the place, where 
(I had heard ſome days ago) an extraordinary ſcene was 
to be exhibited. Can you gueſs what it was ?—Per- 
haps not. Why then I will tell you. It was the 
crucifiction of the Son of Gop, repreſented partly by 
dumb images, and partly by living perſons, in a large 
church belonging to the convent of Sz. De Beats.” 
Several thouſands crouded into it ; ſome of whom, as 
I was told, had been waiting there from even fix in 
the morning.— Through the kind interpofition and 
_ aſſiſtance of a proteſtant or two, I was not only admit- 
ted into the church, but was very commodioully firua- 
ted to view the whole performance. We had not wai- 
ted long before the curtain was drawn up. Immedi- 
ately, upon a high ſcaffold} hung in front with black 
bays, and behind with filk purple damaſk laced with 
gold, was exhibited to our view, an image of the Loxp 
'Tzs8vs at full length, crowned with thorns, and nailed 
on a croſs between two figures of like dimenſions, re- 
preſenting the two thieves. At a little diſtance on the 
-Tight hand, was placed an image of the virgin Mary, 
in plain long ruffles, and a kind of widow-weeds. Her 
veil was purple filk, and ſhe had a wire glory round her 
"head. At the foot of the croſs lay, in a mournful pen- 
five poſture, a living mat, dreſſed in woman's cloaths, 
who perſonated Mary Magdalen: and not far off ſtood 
2 young man, in imitation of the beloved deſciple. He 
was dreſſed in a looſe green ſilk veſture, and bob-wig. 
| His eyes were fixed on the crojs, and his two hands a 
little extended. On each fide, near the front of the 
Rage, ſtood two centinels in buff, with formidable 
caps and long beards ; and directly in the front, ſtood 
another yet more formidable, with a large target in his 
hand. We may ſuppoſe him to be the Roman centuri- 
3 | | ON, 
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on. To compleat the ſcene, from behind the purple 


hangings came out about twenty little purple-veſted 
winged boys, two by two, each bearing a lighted wax- 


taper in his hand, and a crimſon and gold cap on his 
head. At their entrance upon the ſtage, they gently 


bowed their heads to the ſpectators, then kneeled and 


made obeiſance, firſt to the image on the croſs, and 


then to that of the virgin Mary. When riſen, they 


bowed to each other, and then took their reſpect ive pla- 


ces over- againſt one n on ſteps aſſigned for them 


at the front of the ſtage. Phy coor to this, at a few”. 


yards diſtance, ſtood ablack friar in a pulpit hung in 
mourning. For a while he pauſed, - and then breaking 


filence, gradually lifted his voice till it was extended to 


a pretty high — 5 though I think ſcarce high enough 
for ſo large an auditory. After he had proceeded in his 


diſcourſe about a quarter of an hour, a confuſed noiſe 


was heard near the front great door; upon turning my 
head, I ſaw four long-bearded men, two of which car- 


ried a ladder on their ſhoulders; arid after them follow 


ed two more, with large gilt diſhes in their hands, full 
of linen, ſpices, Se. These (as I imagined) were the 
repreſentatives of Nicodemus and Foſeph of Arimathea. 


On a fignal given from the pulpit, ey advanced to- | 


wards the ſteps of the ſcaffold. © But upon their very 
firſt attempting to mount it, at the watchful centurion's 
nod, the obſervant ſoldiers made a paſs at them, and 

preſented the the points of their Javelins' directly to their 
_ breaſts. 1264 are repulſed. Upon this a letter from 
Pilate is uced. The centurion reads it, ſhakes 


his head, boa with looks that beſpoke a forced compli- 


ance, beckons the centinels 'to withdraw their arms: 
Leave being thus obtained; "they aſeend; and having 
paid their homage, by kneeling firſt to the image on the 
croſs, and then to the virgin Maty, they retired"to 
the back of the ſt age. Still the preacher continued de- 
claiming, or rather (as was faid) explaining the mourn- 


2 ä N 3 in wringing her E. 
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and variouſly expreſſing her perſonated ſorrow; whilſt - 
John (ſeemingly regardleſs of all beſides) ſtood gazing - 
on. the crucified figure. | By this time it as near three 
o'clock, and therefore proper for the ſcene; to begin to 
cloſe. The ladders are aſcended, the ſuperfeription : 
and crown of thorns taken off, long white-rollers ' put 
round the arms of the image, and then the nails knock- - 
ed out which faſtened the hands and feet. Here Mary 
Magdalen looks moſt languiſhing; and John, if poſſi- 
ble, ſtands more thunder-ſtruck than before. The 
_ orator lifts up his voice, and almoſt all the hearers ex- 
preſſed concern by weeping, beating their breaſts, and 
ſmiting their cheeks. At length the body is gently let 
down. Magdalen eyes it, and gradually riſing, receives 
the feet into her wide-ſpread handkerchief; whilſt John 
(who hitherto ſtood motionleſs like a ſtatute) as the bo- 
| dy camenearer the ground, with an eagerneſs that be- 
ſpoke the intenſe affection of a ſympathizing friend, 
15 runs towards the croſs, ſeizes the upper part of it into 
his claſping arms, and, with his diſguiſed fellow- 
mourner, helps to bear it away.—And here the play 
ſhould end, was I not afraid you would be angry with 
3 me, if I did not give you an account of the laſt act, by 
2 telling you what became of the corpſe after it was taken 
down. Great preparations were made for its interment, 
It was wrapped in linen and ſpices, c. and being laid 
upon a bier richly hung, was afterwards carried round 
the church-yard in grand proceſſion. The image of 
the virgin Mary was chief mourner, and John and 
Magdalen, with a whole troop of friars with wax-tapers 
in their hands, followed after. Determined to ſee the 
whole, I Waited its return; and in about a quarter of 
an hour the corpſe was brought in, and depoſited in an 
open ſepulchre prepared for that purpoſe; but not be- 
if fore a prieſt, accompanied by ſeveral of the ſame order 
A) ſplendid veſtments, had perfumed it with incenſe, 


Jung to and kneeled before it. John and Magdalen at- 
dended the obſequies; but che image of the virgin Mary 
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was carried away, and placed upon the front of the 
ſtage, in order to be kiſſed, adored, and worſhipped 
by the people — This I ſaw them do with the utmoſt 
cagerneſs and reverence. And thus ended this Good 
Friday's tragi-comical, ſuperſtitious, idolatrous farce. - 
A 4 which whilſt I ſaw, as well as now whilſt I 
am deſcribing it, excited in me an high indignation. 
Surely, thought I, whilſt attending on ſuch a ſcene of 
mock devotion, if ever, now is the dear Lox D JESUS 
crucified afreſh; and I could then, and even now, 
' think of no other plea for the poor beguiled devotees, 
than that which ſuffering innocence put up himſelf for 
his enemies; Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do.“ There was but one thing want 
ing to raiſe one's reſentment to the higheſt pitch, and 


that was, for one of the ſoldiers to have pierced the ſide 


of the image upon the croſs. This in fall probability 
you have heard hath actually been done in other pla- 
ces, and with a little more * might, J think, have 
deen performed here. Doubtleſs it would have afforded 
the preacher as good, if not a better opportunity of 

working upon the paſſions of his auditory, than the 
taking down the ſuperſcription and crown of thorns, 
and whiping the head with a blooded cloth. and after- 
wards expoſing it to the view of the people: all which _ 
I ſaw done before the body was let down. But alas! 
my dear friend, how mean is that . and how 
entirely deſtitute of the demonſtration of the fpirit, pe 

of a i ivine power, muſt that oratory nece arily be 5 
that ſtands in need of ſuch a train of e r ir pagean- 5 
uf to render it impreſſive | 292, | 1 
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An account of ſome of the chief Erroneous Doftines, and 

Idolatrous and Superſtitious Practices of the | 
CHurcn of Roux. 4 

1 THEY teach and affirm, that the church of 


Rome 
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Rome, is the only true catholic and infallible = 
of Chriſt on earth, and out of which there is no falyation. 
N. B. As long as this opinion is held, and which 
muſt be maintained as long as their church exiſts, per- 
ſecution will be a grand engine of fupport to it. | 
II. That the Pope is the ſupreme head of the ſaid 
catholic church, and Chriſt's: Vicar on earth, - 
III. They teach the doctrine of tranſubſtantiation; 
that is, that the elements of bread and wine, in the 
ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper, (which they call the 
ſacrament of the altar) are, by virtue of the words of 
conſecration, ſpoken. by the prieft, ee con- 
verted into the true natural body of Chriſt, - fleſh, blood, 
and bone, as it was born of the virgin Mary; fo that 
there is no more ſubſtance of bread and wine remaining 
therein, but the very body and blood of Chriſt, really 
and ſubſtantially, under the accidents of bread and wine. 
And upon this their belief, they teach, that the hoſt 
(as they call the conſecrated wafer), ought to he worſhip- 
ped ; and accordingly their ſaid haſt is reſerved on, their 
altars as the object of their worſhip, and is daily. wor- 
ſhiped and adored hy them: It is alſo carried about in 
proceſſion, and whoſoever meets it, muſt fall down. on 
their knees before it. They alſo affirm, that the cup 
in the ſacrament, contains Chriſt's blood, as well as 
the bread doth his, fleſh; -- 3 l r 
IV. They teach that the maſs, { hat is the private 
celebration of the ſacrament, - whereof none partakes but 
the prieſt alone) is a propitiatory ſacrifice for the quick 
and dead. And when the prieſt elevates. the hoſt, 
(that is lifts up the conſecrated wafer yer his head) a 
bell is then rung, to give notice, that all perſons, that 
are then preſent, may fall down on their knees and wor- 
ſhip it, which accordingly they do with great devotion. 
V. They teach, that auricular confeſſion of all our 
ſins to a prieſt is neceſſary; and that his abſolution 
thereupon, procures pardon or remiffion of ſins. 
VI. They teach, that there is a purgatory after this 
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life, 2 perſons that have not performed ſufficient 
nce, for their fins in this world, may be purged 
m their fins, by enduring grievous pains for a wa : 

— at laſt eſcape the damnation of hell. 
VII. — that the pains of the faid pur- 
gatory may be eaſed or abated ; and the perſons there 
may, atlength, be quite releaſed, by the Pope's pardons 
ns; indulgencies, or by private maſſes ſaid for their 
ſouls, and by the prayers and alms-deeds of the living. 

VIII. They teach and affirm, that the communion 
in one kind, (that is the receiving of the conſecrated 
wafer.only) is ſufficient for the lay people, for it con- 
tains the blood of Chriſt as well as the fleſh. 

IX. In adminiſtering the ſacrament of the bap- 
tiſm, they make theſe additions of their own: a light- 
ed candle is put into the baptized perſon's hand; they 
uſe ſalt, oil, or cream, and the ſpittle of the rel. 
Wnereas Chriſt and his apoſtles, uſeg only water, as 

the ho X. The pn, plainly ſhew. | 

ray to the virgin Mary, and to other 
cats de both to pray for them to God, and al- 
ſo to help chem in their diſtreſs, as may be ſeen in their 
uſual books of devotion, both public and rivate. 

XI. They pray for ſouls departed, and give money 
to their clergy, to ſay maſſes for the Guis oft their rela- 
tions and friends that are dead, to caſe and deliver them 
from the pains of purgatory. | 

XII. They perform all their divine ſervice in public, 
in an unknown tongue, (that is in Latin) which none 
but the learned underſtand ;' Latin being at this time, 
the common ſpeech or language, of no country in the 
world. And this is contrary to St. Paul; 1 Cor. xiv, 
XIII. They teach the common people to fay latin 
2 2 which they underſtand not. And they num- 

ber their prayers upon beads, and ſay ten aves to one 
paternoſter, ow ing more honor to the virgin Mary than 
almighty forbid their clergy, making 
hey forbid marriage to their clergy, 

chat unlawful which God's word doth allow. Heb. * + 
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XV. They place their devotion chiefly in the num- 
ber and frequent repetition of their prayers, and not in 
the intention of the heart and mind, which they account 
not neceſſary, eſpecially in the vulgar people, as is plain 
from their praying in an unknown tongue. 
XVI. They worſhip the virgin Mary and other 
ſaints, not only by praying to them, but alſo by mak- 
ing vows to them in ſickneſs and diſtreſs, by build- 
ing altars to their memories, and ſetting up imagęs 
on them, and worſhipping at them: alſo by burning 
lights and incenſe to them, and bringing offerings 
to their ſhrines upon recovery from fickneſs, or 
after receiving any fignal mercy, which they uſually aſ- 
cribe to the merits and interceſſion of the ſaints they 
_ prayed unto.-Now all theſe doctrines and practices, and 
many others which they hold and teach, have no founda- 
tion in the holy ſcriptures, but are repugnant and con- 
trary to them, M very one that is willing to be taught 
by that ſacred Þ: may eaſily perceive : and there 
fore the church of England thought it neceſſary to re- 
form from theſe groſs errors and corruptions, and to 


leave communion with the church of Rome, which was ; 


reſolved to continue in her errors, and to maintain them 
by force and power, in oppoſition to the plain and ma- 
nifeſt word of God, contained in the new Teſtament 
of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chriſt. - So that when 
a papiſt ſhall aſk a proteſtant where his religion was be- 
fore Luther, he may anſwer his queſtion with another 
of the ſame nature, and demand, where was popery in 

the time of Chriſt and his Apoſtles; ſince the new 

Teſtament gives us not the leaſt intimation thereof; 
except in foretelling, that ſome ſuch corruptions as the 
church of Rame now teacheth, ſhould break out in the 
church of Chriſt, in the latter days, to the great da- 
mage both of the true chriſtian faith and practice. 


- 


„ 


Pay, they cannot be comforted. 
* " This ſcandalous Book was firſt nila at N | 
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T ſhall conclude with the Tax- Book of the Ron 
Chancery, entitled, Regulæ conſtitutiones reſervationts 


Cancellariæ S. Domini Noſtri Leonis Pape Decima. 


There we meet with ſuch articles as chen 


„„ | Tourn. Duc. Carl. 
Abſolution for Killing one's Fa- | 
ther or Mother — 1 0 1 5 1 


Abſolution for all the acts of lewd- 
neſs committed by a Clerk, with 
a diſpenſation to be capable of 
taking Orders, and to hold Ex- 
cleſiaſtical Benefits, &. — 36 3 0 


Abſolution for one who ſhall keep 
a Concubine, with a diſpenſa- 
tion to take Orders, cc. — 21 5 9 


As if this traffic was not ſcandalous 3 of itſelf, 
it is added, et Nota diligenter, &c. 4. e. Take notice 
particularly, that ſuch graces and Seu are 
not granted to the Poor, for not having wherewith to 


in 1514; then at Cologne, 1515; at Paris in 
1520 ; and often at other places hince. 5 | 


1 


